
'411 }{alLows 0hurch, Itlngmore, 5lnEsbrtd.ge, $evon.

Frebenda:y tr; C. Illn6eston Randolph ?? clnoa LBBOs.

trfhe H*lIe of the Have (unllke those of the 0haucol shlch yere
polated. 1nteru,al.ly), Idere p)-astened, thrcughotr,t, and nlohly
adorned ulth colour, of thX.Eh thene $ere traces everywhere*
Above the 0hancel**,rch, u?r1oh I.e of fhLrteenth 0entury wonk, tho
palntlng r*ma,tne, &he ghoLe eurfCIse of, the wal-l 1ook1n6 reetwe,rfl
helng qovened. sLtlt a bsld. and beautt*rl dlaper-pottern, of, tho
*e,&e early de,tei In the earys of lgnorence lt i:ad. beon hldden by
susoegsLve ooate of coarae pl"aster a.nct whlte waoh, on uhleh
sever&} sets of the Desslo$re h*& been coarael,]r p,n!"nted at
suocosslve pertod.o; but hspp5"fp no lldury ues d.ous to the
Lnterestlng an* pneclouo trea,Eun* of nutlent vl.ll-&ge*art strlch
tlrey *onceale$., *nC vory ltttls touchtng up safi nse&sd to restsrelt to tts or161naJ. be*utJr.. Sere tho plaater,
end wrnderfutr"ly har*d,, Le se sou&d. and. f1tm, ae

a.sr&.L tr
thtn as e, bleeult
evsr Hesi but

tlra,t sf the other $eI.}s had taken vet erreryvhenen and. ss,s so utf,erly
rotten ti:at none of 1t oould be retali:ed. Of &suruCI the pa.lntln6s
perlshed wlth X"t3 tut, here anrl there-fr*gxents of tire eubJe*ts
could he traoed * e plcture of the Ct'ffilxlon hand, by wlrere the
anttent X'ulplt must have *tood, errd tltb usw otrIe gta,trd.e q,nd the
Legend. of gU Chrlet'opher opposlte the naln entrance... r
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;Medieval wall Paintings are
'revealed in blaze of colour

By Davirl Leigh and TonY Parkinson

' Last summer a remote. derelict
. medieval church in South Wales

wirs demolished. lt now exisis
only as a forlorn group ofstoncs
on 

-lhe marshy banks ol the
' River Loughor at the western
' edge of Clamorgan.

Yet this was no story of
vandalisrn or the hasty act of a

- zealous developer. Thc dcmo-
- lition was deliberate and con-
' trolled and the position ofevery

sisnificant stone was carelullY
reiorded. The stones will even-
rually be transported to the
welih Folk Museum at St
Fasan's near Cardiff. where the' chirch will be rebuilt and1 reconsecrated.I whv this church has been

' accor<ied such an extraordinary
treatment is that it contained an

" almost comPlele schcme of
, medieval paintcd decoration.
l. thc oaintiirss, too. have beert- rcnrovcd anii are being restored
'' in the conservation laboratorics

of the archaeologY dePartment
ir University Cofii:ge, Cardiff.

1t1sy will eventually be re-
instated on the walls of the
rebuilt church. the losses made
sood- so that visitors will see
iust what the inside of a medi-
eval church looked like: not a
eloomv. bare stone interior, but
i bta.6 of colour. picturcs onv. d uldac ur Lurvurr Pr\rl' 6very wall. brieht qgometric an4

i floral natternsbn everY arch and
I around every wlnoow.
t- The medieval church of St' I'cilo at Llandeilo Tal-Y'-Bont

was abandoned lor services in
1972. but even then it had seen
only three services a Year since
I 852.

The church was scheduled as
: an ancienl monumcnt' mainly' 
bccause ofthe excePtionallY fine
roof timbers and because of,l small areas of Pigment which

: had become apbarent through
- saDs in the whitewash and
" irtiich suqsested to the staff of
. the Roval-Commission on An-' cierrt Monuments in Wales lhe

nossibilitv of wall Paintings'
i' S.h.d,iling provided no real- prolection to such a remote

buildine and in 1984 the slates
*cre st6len from its roof. This
event spurred the commission
to invesiigate the possible paint-
ings further. The surprising
reiult of these investigations
rvas the discovery of colour
underlying the whitewash on
alnrosl every internal wall
surlhce.

Dr Eurwyn Wiliam, of the
Welsh Folk Museum, had been
on the look-out for just such a
church to add to its array of
early buildings. Taking down
the building demanded Prior
removal ofthe paintings: and at
some speed since lheY were
cruclly exposed to the weather.

A team of two staff,, Dr David
Leigh and David Watkinson,
and six undergraduatc conserva-
tion students from the depart-
mcnt of archaeology at
University College Cardiff
began work on the wall paint-
ings in May 1985.

Their first task was to consoli-
date with resins the alreadY
exposed pigment areas. some of
which were on plasterwhich was
hanging off the stone walls. The
ncxt and major task was to
rcnlove all the remaining lime-
wash overlying the paintings.

This phase of the operation
provided the greatest excite-
ment as hour by hour more of
the.paintings u'ere exposed to
vierv for the first time for more
than 400 years. lhe extent and
the subject matter ol the re-
vealed images were trulY
remarkable.

On the north wall of the nave
was a unique scene: the head
and shoulders ofChrist. staring
outwards from the wall. with
curly hair talling to each shoul-
der. 0n either side two ugly
faces with bulbous noses face
towards Christ and from their
nlouths flies spittlb which falls
dou,n his face. This is the
biblical scene ofthe lvtocking of
Christ. thought not to be de-
picted on au1, other surviving
wallpainting in the British Isles.

Next to this is the ligure of

Christ with his right hand raised
in blessins,. Elsewhere there is
lhe scene 6f Christ displayed to
the crowd, beneath the words
Ecce Homo, complete with a
crown of thorns and a ball and
chain. There is a probable scene
ofa deposition. and not far from
that a picture ofthc dead Christ.

Clcarli these paintings. to-
gether with an angel of Passion,
iomprisc pans of a Passion
cycle. They are of the earlY
sixtecnth century and by some-
body who knew something of
lhe current Renaissance slyles,
tojudge by the painted architec-
tural details.

There are other Paintings not
connected with the Passion
cvcle. and of varying dales.
Perhaps most impressive of all
is a' full-length Portrait of
around 1400 of St Catherine
holdine a long sword, with. at
hcr side. the large whcel with
curved knife-like blades round
its ri nr.

Suclr a weatth and diveisitY of
survivins paintings in a single
church iielccPtional within anY
church in the British Isles, and is
ouite unhcard of in Wales.
fherc is no doubt that this is the
richest discovery of.wall-Paint'
ings in Wales for manY Years.

The policy adopted on restor-
ine thd paintings is to infill
missing areas of colour where
one can be reasonable certain of
the artisl's intention, using
sliehtlv dilTercnt shadeS of rc'
mdva6lc colour. The infilled
areas will be detectable but not
oblrusive.

Thc most important Paintings
should be complete in time for
an exhibition in Cardiff later
this vear. Thereaflter theY will go
back- into the church after it has
been transported and rebuilt.
Dr Dalid Leigh is lecturcr itt
ionsen'atiotr al Llnircrsilt' Coll-
cse. Cardilf Tonv Parkinson is
ilt inrrsrigator .'for the RoYal
Titntmissi6n on' .lncient dnd
H istorical ilotrrtnrcnls (ll'ales)
at .-lha'!'stwllh.

,;edr6n& * w'ryry5n16-,ffi'* " *,* .\"C{e :f$e+.i&Yxi{e :'

The Mocking of Christ, a wall painting that was exposed in St Teilo's Church.
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THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
} , A, PERRY, N,D,D, R P LITHGOW, B,A, M, A PERRY, B,A O CONSERVATORS

DP,/SMP

7th September L987

R. C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,
Ringmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon,
TQ7 4HL.

5 CHURCH LANE
CHIPPING NORTON
oxoN. ox7 5NS
TEL. STD. (0608) 3645 :

V A.T. RECISTMTION NO, 348 7765 03

Dear l.ir. Trant
AIl Hallows Church, Rinqmore

Thank you for your letter.
Unfortunately I have been unable to make the time to
caxry out the inspection of your waI1 paintings and fear
that no date seems possible before October.
We will be working in Wareham during that month and
would be happy to look at the paintings then.
I understand however, that this delay may not suit your
plans and you may wish to contact other conservators. If
however the October date is acceptable, please let me know
as soon as possible to avoid any further delays.

Yours sincerely

-,\au,irrl i7cr,,*J
David Perry

'',,t 
4ri,-,,a,'1L lLv".?e*t ^ lrJl- wd,rsr*4P ++ot I uet^LA_ L"_ o*o_ ; (;6{z,lze_

e lh*r i1- a'vaty€tru*'t' 7 L* {u11e*r^*a6 .z ,f,j,A) rklt tL.q.



urcllELlil
Michelin Tyre Public Limited Company

Davy House, Lyon Road,
Harrow, Middx. HA1 2DO

telex: 919071 fax: 01-863 0680
tel; 01 -861 2121

dcb/ sr

L4 September 1987

Mr R C Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
Devon
TQ7 4HL

Dear Sir
Thank you for your letter of ?7iuh August.
delay in replying.

We apo I og i se for the

We are sorry that you should not have found the reference to
Parson's Quiy in our guide'England - The West Country' and
fo I I owi ng your comments we sha I I cons i der most carefu 1 1y the
possibility of an index reference to the text which is included
bn page 1 14 under the head i ng 'R i ver Tamar ' .

We are sorry that you should have had such difficulty but trust
you will remain confident in our publications.
Yours fai
MICHELIN

th
TY

/

f u 11y
RE PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY

,;1
-) Ir,r1.@1

Tourism Department
n
Ya.raA Q.yl ,Lanulr.tpt,Co^-u"ru, 7t-e4t is,&**,,ru*u,,,a-6o7l/w,,t,u,,-Lr.t"
ri*,2 6r-e,tf.k- *.'d-L . O",* Lt-r-Ll ko^+*a /h, loua, {,'/ru,/r,,, ca,p!r, }.t},*ut+t<-c. rhr,ttntt**M, 4n W\, tu-1,),r*L\L * 1rl"*.*e c,>.-dl n",BDnn1N. Q^rnoo,, f ,ro, Addr tnitzt+iih'e,^, ft+t- 0+r-Lya*hak.oa [>ai,tt .4\ /S*C 

f, phi*, .tey'l,^, ot* 6t,,ffn
v t t*nnvr* ,J w^*tr {, So ^1, "r7, & ti*f* t-t* ;. , * i{*n^' { [ro.',,,. 
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1? Satrtdmbsr 19S1.
De*r fllr,

I qm much obltged fon yorrn letter sf, 14 Eeptmber.I sha,.U be golag, to Pl.Jmerth for the eh6ok to ttrs aal' before
oun lbenlen t:r1p aad nl}L oheok ttre nefersnce you havo Elvenln qwe lt hes e, becr.lng silI our searsl1

ffiiorrJ.d. srfthfng of l^utenest tuna uB f wll"I keepyou lnforued. ln Gase lt, ntg[rt be uonth lno1utEng s neferenaeto Rlngmore ln a firtlrne edltlon of i[ho Hest, 0erntryl.I hsve hen t61f, thst ttle r*qnrl*lelrg of feveu€r SE eultelnterested*

T,W""-tblthfi{Llr,
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THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
D A pERRy, NDD !:..p Lrl-rcow, B.A M A pERRy, B.A O CONSERVATORS

, CHURCH LANE
CHIPPINC NORTON
oxoN. ox7 5NS
TEL. STD. (0608) 3645
V.A.T, RECISTRATION NO, 7487765 O?

st60$
*br
qo

Cl bo,E (rss al7
DPlSMP

25th May .l988

R. C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,
Ri ngmore,
Kingsbridge,
Devon,
TQ7 4HL.

pfoavia Perry

Dear Mr. Trant
I was most pl eased to meet you at Al I Hal'l ows on 29th
Apri 1 I 988.

I encl ose my report, photographs and account for the
i nspect'ion.
If you need any f urtheri nf ormati on, pl ease I et me know.

Yours s'incerely

E' ?-*

Encl osures :





I f. Muo** . Av.*rL *tuL - canserw)te^ ) p,;^h,
d.e"d,tedl ; (4 gV tfr* ,i-,, A.

fui^h,,a------;- |'tt*lu- dew;11 rV@
* ,- (DulA 6e- sye-.*t e-- lte ;*;h'*( rcfo,t e-^
fl* W*t;*q n* tL ulv^<rL a-.h-b-,

' 1*- Glr*o^,l* Lr* ,r*o se-,* tr L- *f't a-'d

wls
,Q iw,nice Flq, a^* :*#^o., furk.

t7 tr

?*x

-il,-*1"*-e^

rcfr fu toslt+12.
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DIOCESE OF EXETER

).{l'rrT,4

DIOCESAI{ ADVISORY COIfi{ITTEE
for the CARE of CLIURCHES

Secretary: l.liss Iti. Bethel
Tel.(home): Topsham (o39 287) 3748

Brooks reporled to the Committee lasl year about
f will put your letter on the agenda for the next

the hope that we can make some helpful suggestions
grant-ald.

Diocesan House,
Palace Gate,

Exeter EXI lHX.
Exeter (0392) 72686

7th Ju1y, 198BOur Ref: DAC/T. 14.2. /

R.C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,
Ringmore,
KINGSBRfDGE, Devon,
TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr. Trant,

!ry_ryqB1llL.IAL!0WS t_ _C hanc e I Ar c h wa I ] pa 1 n t i ns_

Thank you for your letter of 24th June enclosing a copy of the estimate
for conservation of the above from Perry Llthgow Partnershlp.

Dr.
and
in
of

Lhe wallpainting,
meeting on 22nd Ju1y,
about sources

Yours sincerely,

I -i t' t4 l'!,r t
t uL(,| L,./-1/t-'l
Hon. Secretary

Exeter Diocesan Board of Finance Limited Registered in England Company No. 186001 Registered Office as above



Bl6bury-ou-Sea
(0548) Bro 651

The Seeretary,
The Couacll flr the
83, London t'tralbr
London EC2!1 5l'iA

Dear S1r,

The Veag,

Rlngmore,
Iiln6sbrldge,

Devon. fq7

t h-{usust 1988.
--l

Care of Churehes,

BtErugfe .$1 -Hal lqvsr- P -ixete.r-
lbAncel A1 ch wa11pal4!Inr.

Yours falthful1Y,

I enlclose a copy of a letter I tEote to the Exeter
D. A. c. r"eenti!-I--ir* n.-Xj c. have nott renlled that the gCC

should epply -['o"yo",.-Co"nlri i;or-a- grant'to enable the vra11-
pal.ntln' to be cieaned, "epilne& an{^nreserved, I s5a1L be
Elad. to ]rnow 1f, tht,, r.,r-,,e-tr*ilfif ""ffice for the appllcatlon
or. 1f there "ii iiiiirr6r-aetaiii-wtirol-{rre 0ouno11 itirr. requlre

photoeral$r3"Su88ts tfiSfct3"fg"*il{omatlon 
on the

palntlng;s are

R. C. Trant,
Churchvarden'

cc Reetor
Di:. I}.oolis

(v'*t



Miss P M Lethbridge
9 Lions Hall

St Swithun Street
Winchester SO23 9IIW

Tel:. O1962 841269
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^lfu.r xlns&;Lffi_*fl 6*m e6lh,fee# [g ffi *Agf*,sf.&. ffis SmUlseffi & *r$,UeE :itlo'-qsffib$ td$a eu'i& t&B sffi-3r ffi 6,t&
$e$m-tt"ssdl ls t"k_grffmgh._ - @ w'EBoB !"e tfr* fuEiu-ats*4r4
fif,8i[eo *, {sryuffi 5#i x &&* s th E*Ee6 rlaso lu'a Iffiffi mromg#df,*w W $S* s S&* g te S5#e# tr&fi#e f*He gxeffi W*uWu*a& smm a&ss f,s tJ* ss#E-ed ffi46 ao rru&m nftll ac*a#aae.If Ah# Si"*1,3 smuac ts-elS.E" sm mtl xeeA:to r.afi *n a*ilui*+a-I -rf t&f su:,3 eessss t'e- els,& re ffil !3&8f, to cets qn e@ifu fu SIai @ fi,nmc m" t&o*,r m$tg W* wau,e 3.g"rtm fuGW W s# frffi ttffiss m, tffip k*stx e* ffi6s* ttrx*-?e frymffi"s
S skeffi*, h* Wft*r**f f€# s$ffitqe*

[ ffi nffiH @w ** @M $tr Bffi en* te ffi.,Mrs ns mEIt em ta ;tnst&F effi
YffirT m*e**xmffiE

-r*a-f
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\ €l+B 810 S65 Bh* Yea,n,

RLugnonoo

K*sgsbt'td6e,
seron, EgT &Ht

a No,ten le,r
-S-ec+o*rer 1990.

fiel.tJ: Orltahl*n Ese, rSepartiiont of lE3.ante Stud.!.eonttm Hoyal 6o11ege of Art,
Londor".

(teru,^nlu^Go-**a.,n 
_u_ r Ds*r HIr. Crl.te}}J.ow,>w y zeu")

At a fanlLy gatlrerl+6 t"n the bcsltrrln€. of thls trrsar,I askecl for hc}-p frc ry mlesg, $ar.olya tra,nt, an& ehe sugfrcEttd
t?rat I eh#Ld. eppnoach gcu * hence my tmovttf, I am the
chur*hwa:den hore; our ehur*h ha* pelnting on the otrauoel arohp*rlsh hse norq boe:r d.eoLara6 me&lem}.r psssibly lato 15th *ent*xyfrm the plerctor. Peysner msd.e ff) eonm*$t sn 1t t&sn he s*s
the akurah, posslbLy_ beeause ths r:gre tralls sero thon eovored
with nhcet;j bf mehllbut ur: by mrn Viotorlarr Reetpr end nest*rsrt
an* Sevslrcr condoan6ti eff trrir palntlng er.s Vn otorts.:ti I hnre
basn tolrl. th;*t the nor+ Edtisr of rovsrier le lmpreesed, by the
anoh, *rlIe anotlrer eryert on clnroh decarstt on thlnl:s tt 1e
the bost ln Uevon e,nd p*celbLy ln the South tfost'

A year or tw.-& &Sor a vlsS.tX,h6 63eric aeke* tf we hacl
s,ny cs&escilin ltlth St*Ja.raeg; - he- thought tlwt he osr:1"* soo
es&othLnc, sf the coci{Ieslreli"ln t'}:o pattgrq" fhls $8.s e neir- laea to no; I ceinnet *cc lt nysol{ thcnrgh I agtree thet- t}rere
1s a pos;l'L}o*. " transulttatl-on- (t ). riowevor, X uae,eotlu-
thnou'in sent1tfl; Later J.n tho year and uhlP th*r"er . I a,silad,_tho
fnfor"fisttsn o*Steo for a poaeLiile ].es,& t"trey-eep.t mY !s Prof*
&,Ran6n ffiero ft:fies at tho Ualrroretty, lut urrf'ortunateJ.y hs

lwt ei"a r,ot turn up nhcn erye*ied : e+S has,/rep1lod. t* t$o Lettor-st Nv 
?iv itans:-atod terie mu'ir,at this te not usbcsnrya* tn spaln) non
relurned lry photographo. Hhen I went hack to tho Smlr*.st Sfftae
they shosf rns sevofely; }$tng at, the pleturee' they ss,:.d the,t
lt vas porslbly a ilMoorlshn desigm.

H*,vln6; reoovored fr.om ny- shoolr, I deot&ad ta show the
'i:hotor:r'apirs nirctevor l:coliLe nlfirt- ta lnterestcd., rvJ'th the
ilr i ;;ilI-ffi Tlii-l ti:i[fi t.lt%i ffi '"1",1"833 

i' i#'#t3"3" ) 
o ii tno rrArabil et onee.

Gl**Hx ?ffi1#rt3ffi.::li[l[3fi3!"ryHk]u"_
({t} l"I"3ll-prlcst - ln Frsncrr. - ygly GteiG;io*; .c}ul!e\&*' 

;iik}}.tH-l;:"fi",tt"t'* Efi$;f:':":'"":.T 
*.

c oxdoua J r&rft ,.3:{_I}ii_$ffi3k#*-t frffiffi}r $}"f ?f;**fit3*$r r*,I i:new sfiat she nca^nt) Eoeslbly Granad&'. w



e.

fhe* Le se far ss I hare C$t - nothlxg outhorl.trytive
i;ut qulte l,ate::est1ng. (Pertrs,ps I Ehor:ld e*y t'ha$ I ltavo
loogecl e,t a nnrnbcn of pl.16s{& cht$:aireu ou ?ho noutee d.e l3tq "Isaques,.g S'rgneo [s the hope -of [oe$n6 ecnet&in6 slg*lar - slthout
sua{}ess" } X ouglrt to wrLte to -th* Susee ln Grwada but I e&
a Lltt}e chary 5f tryln6 Bpaln a6pln I tras wonderi.ng whcther
to try the V.6h t- nhen i:t I net CaroLyn

Cou},& you su6&est where I- $l€ht !uq+ next, plesse ?
I knarq thet tf lt d,oos-{urn out to be Arabla/!{oonloh' ther-we
rur* *ff rn another tratl * slto ? n?r*m ? hOtr'aOme ? ?{aybo f tLl
losve ttmt tc rsy succe$sol3st. By lho lfanrf - Sovon bas bae*r
seff lrnotm for iroduolng p13.6fLn-s frox wa,ybaok - l"log typloal
,fcvonlans of coursc thoy d.tcl not go to Santl-4,6e by $o?or aBG
tfte-foag wal"k tlutmreh Fi.ar:ce, and 6.p*1n -- thgy tooL bc*te
from-ifr6 gamar. a*ov6 Plynffreh tu Yi6S or GonrfrL and trm,Slr*&.
th* tweaty oF eo }i!1metrcs up to Se,ntlago.

Hlren we have ftnJ.shed. ttre ne*essery work to etoB
ilqx:p *ffeotlr6 the p*Latleg,, $o shaLl hsne to r"aXee the l*Ongy
t" i"u-ior ttrE colrsEr:natovd'to work on the i:laeter an& patnti
,rot-dbo auofr, theslr gooclneee, hS tfe &ro lebn tlien **S }:r the
"[if"gn ;; ,'neeA, to*barve. os 6oorl a etgry ae I aan to sttr'a*t
*ash fnm F,ng3.lotr Herlta,41o or Hhoever ;

/ R. o. ?ttmt.
Churohr*egden, All llal).affg

ft1a6more,



* **aerrr'
Fsbrtss &qr*rtsent"
Sj.et*r1A & *lbert i:€uc*ttx*r
ile::ni*gtmr,
? raltEl lnEfrrrr{?e'vr'E 6 ke*.uer lggs

Dear i3+*rot*r3r,
E:1" '3Pltahx.Gtr of ths E$S' gigm&3

IsLffet* &-bi'&illtiouaf-*rt e, lx:s -steg5g*td[tiilT-et *.rcr cf:eeu t*m **i1**d p]:*te6r*phs
sf{x Fo{:r &ap*r$*elrt*

Y5e **r:ser:ryetor aho **ldrts* ths Flaeter
on uhrcn thc ek:siEp ls palntcd.' 9"tg,n ltr"te rft* *errt*t=yl v""[T? ffi}3.j"rffffi*an'-i Portu6al im?c cEPrssser[il*i- il-Go#ii:." -n* -e,+ra-ari E; fuprorarnate]v*u-i;tters to * hoElsh art e'':port lrsve :pt'
rboelved. nepl.teo).

If It 1s' eculd tt .terhaps ilavc hen
tcEon frsl r:s'ler13,1 ni'cnreirt i:t'ci: sffio ttne
bsfrlv,s *r s ar:..g*ld,sr *ro=iate, }F a-rtlg*:n
d- &;t#c; t:" su*a*eteile. {pqxrl*r rn tlrie
n&r,t of the ""t*"LEl-t {_nun!ol of ci:ss*}ative
S?."Jil;il GG -i66n neso to doeerlh tho
#tt&{-;'^{'o- ehioh-i}t;' fnli*}uloe }:ae ;r*e **d'*&
inotl:c:'*

Aqy SesI* eFrl.*h relfht' ?:'e glven t*11 L'e
g*:atila &;i:-i31<:ctse** p-1

r*urs "l6dV.z( /t'al o.c.s]rasLL-/. "
{tSurchrereeE- llilt i&l3slie crxrr€b*

Etr:€parre. )
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English Heritage
Fortress House 23 Savrle Row London WIX IAB Telephone 071-973 3000 Fax 071-973 3001

I I June L992

Dear Mr Rogers

You wrote to English Heritage as long ago as 1,3 March 1991 about
the painting discovered in Ringmore Parish Church and although
you had an acknowledgement from our Membership Department, as far
as I can make out you have not had any substantive reply from us.
I can only apologise for this appalling inefficiency and bad
manners. The fact is that your letter and photograph have onlyjust come to light among the papers of a staff member who has norrr
left the organisation.
The authority on medieval wallpaintings is Dr David Park of the
Courtauld Institute of Art, North B1ock, Somerset House, Strand,
London WC2R 2LS. I suggest that you contact him and I am
returning your photograph. The Courtauld Institute is in fact in
the process of establishing a nationwide inventory of medieval
wallpaintings and they wiII, I am sure, be interested in your
photograph.
I am very sorry t,hat it iras iaken us so long t.o reply.

Mr G Rogers
Wheelhouse Barn
Marwell Farm
Ringrmore
NR KINGSBRIDGE
Devon

Casework Manager
Conservation South West

Direct dial zoTL s73 1i4."

P"l't,u"" l,L- fexon

wi*i,' 't4nf\ ,rl1\t.

Yours sincerely

^l '1fftf--
A HT'NT
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TeL. W4S sxs $65
Tl:e Ye*[,

Rln$lqollg,

Klxgchrldge,

Dr" Savtd So.rk,
?he *atrrtsul"d Xnetlturte of Aft,Horth S}eek,
Som*rEet Plouue,
Str*e&,
L*x$on WC2RA[,$.

sevon, Iq? &fiS,.

(

&rglst t$$p;/l
f Byy,-h*** **u , towhm am arehltect, lhen nesldert rL oun* pariehll?aa-wrrtteuebmrt the w].1 ngln|{me on tho ctrgril}er s}oh ;r'out ELurqIr, }J.}Il*r.lswe* ffhe sebt e*de-af the a,ralge covere* rrrta-s-61"rrg;,q*ttgTry the correerrrator wtro raspdcieri the pef"{i."r,*T;i-;o(t.teyrd rez"ry, tetnl Llthgow partner"Ehlp) nePorted. {tret Ure?Iorlr wes *pa.Iuted in the fyooeo- seooo teshaique', ?he pat*errrtuaE moet uausu&li he c*uld(reoaLl ;raythla6 cin:.ta.n from- tlrs1l-tarmture.
Fu,r- s-omo- yee.rs r have hoen tvgng to sr!.geaver wheret?:e pettorn mi.e,ht have scrae fromn r eh6iHs*-o[pr*s-or :, - -

(r)
a Letter to tho HsA setttu4; out, the stoqy a,t ths tfuo*rlF. firftel$"sw refer*:red m.e ds the v & ai irtio .*res"lgfrt thatthe source fon thc parntlng nee unlri.:eri to rrai'e tiluri-Fi&'-*v'.*q

Srerr"ty'sola;rtg tsxius, dt e*6-p;:;-La*{esr ia trrin r*sihIysel]-ae Artee, &Ll.v,Senp1utene6 t"a r,f*C.nt"d * nfrfo* f -A*rre yetto take. up" r "4
(t1) tn ent*:*c*, f,rom a Looal 3leper ln the Lggos. mnh*oeolnhs&s our r.teotor for nanfl yee,re. (lre wae ""-**orrJb;fi;iffi,a,:rehitest e&d. qrshJ"vlst e,g se1l).-
{111} Photoqraphs of the areh a,*d af the detc.Ll, ef, thepatt*rn"

s Elrsl"l" be most errsteful" for eay,lnfoxa*tloa you ea,Jr
F"* *nle t? g*vg and vory r,appy ro see ra'u ir-f*"r-vii[t ureldest #ountry at elJ..

n, t*t t -{.e- le.{,U
)

I-b.r lt*'o. s* trent,
(Sln*shward,ea)



^-ft"^(t?



01548 810 663

&erouy l,alta Erq.,
Engllah llenttage
23 Savtle 8ol,
london iflX tlB

l0lrlrlend

EtnSmt'e
Klnerbrldsc

Davon T0ry 4Hn

37 January 1997

l11,H*lore 9'huqqh, _31neuory.

Than} you v6tlr uush for your lcttan of 21 January (Gonflrnlng
ay bcltcf I l. Slnec you $111 bc xrndlng th. cntly h neopet of
thq chunsh ln gan*.Ir B&y I tth yorr to conild.r alro thr
rsfcrcncr to thc chrncil urch?.

Lt!>atsIt llsdr iflatn ehrhctl rreh rlth €19 patntlng rfitlirt.
$m cf ut llcrr hlc nevrr brGl hippy rtth that dcaertgtloar
rn archlt*t thm rratdrmt ln our prrtrh rrotc to Engf,tsh
ilcrfta*p## lt rnd }k.&rltl th! C.rcrrgrk llrnagor, Gomcrvrtlon
South ltaatn rrpllcd sm 1S Junc 1998. 3y thrn, thc rrltr
hrtl gom abrord and hr Ffr*,| thc lrttrr to ac rhon [u cs brch
on lrevc; ln turtt I nrstc to Dr.Prrk at tht Courtaulel lartitutc,
rr au56mtrd. Hq had [wil mcn rnyth!.ng gultc lllrc thr yeIl
palntlngl hc thought'# fa prcDrlly l$th or trrly t6th ecnturT rorlt,
?hc conrrvator rtp axslnrd lt 1r! tgAS seld thrt thr pl.rator
ru undotrlldly mdlcvrl,

Sc rould bo vrry gretcflrl lf thla eould alro be loolt*d et.

\.

, *'lL'\....

{ln tryorri co,\tchdr,. 04-
'l.rap c7y "l- 4eepk d,t. . ,^

i- /'lL.c. Lrr_t>fE,

n'(.frent I t

Churclrnrden.



15 October 1998.

1:R?ng}4r.D.A.PerryofEheRerryLithgowPartnershipwhohadvisitedus

inlg8Bandreporledonthewallpainting.Hehaslecentlyretiredbut

-Ma.Lithgow is earrying on '. He gave me lit@ow' s rrumber 016o8 658 o6L

--Z; -Aran6hi*-i,n Ehe eveni+rg -{hsis-ruorki-ng:1n St'Allans): -Hq 
ygg---

- n?pgv- ro--!91!-. 3'q I:-1r lo"I-1"" 11 ftT " tl15"I"rro:-'='"ked him if
he could give me an idea of tne-pre-sent ;""t

-lecommeniled t- fne-gSefiEure--Ta-s--e2-J5€--r-+*+@
- alr eypenses,-slge-qp-t -oleggl&lqing')- qi.lg'g -then there haveje-el

considerable increases - e'g' the insurance for individuals working

v,p ""uff.lding iJ -mucf' moie than they used to pa

--buabl==bogii@---Isaid of course- 'we would nQt -

- tale-the f igure as eny-tting more than that '

_,t.lyqa_

I
-1

I-l
1

-1

1

\
t

Itu-/r'
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S *' h a-7 r, tu Cu onlr*' t*lo

S fao-^

?-6 ru ) f4.-./-=*,L,.-^lr'7nd

flf-*,1r*/et,l l-e'-r.oh*un ,i: - ',

Zf"M*{4-e"-t- /t-
a .*.cw*,/r/

;'j



l+^- Al",.r,rn. Z
J nl )) €4-rw

CI^*o,1 lW1qr. Lf* o**/&:| il CI^"rfr-/,1 fl/,;-=T' ----)--' ' /l=rr\'#-;e*--h- t+* D; n r-.t'* a? /L /4 uc-ae u A*.t' Loo. ,,4- r r-['lnlrJ
-rp, s"s6t--b- /L Uirc.e)'u dv) /h- /vl uc-aer: bd' La"r. n;f le,l'c^o*.A 44^ 4e/At,a+fr;#-t ,4rb*",
i; r. at{, b" /-*k. {u*b- pLDt, q,u-,rL, U"lo s€-i.4t ,6 l,-,,^ .

Wr*ff*' 7re. ztu,warL
I \b/Ur&obo .'*,uhl-*.roil.A, / ,L;A ,,i( kau- l-,,t^o A,

fr- h-r/#71/ t fr-ey:")"o 1 +z*,f,,,rw t*T .//,
h n s iLo 4,- Lr"-l,c,;.: l.T n i tL<.r-t y-cz+rt

,*-En .{* A";rr;/*L.@zkr" .ttto<4^eo

:li i'

?/4".

{-
''far"r6 */n"-"h ,14,'t-- a*Vsr*'

lou"-- *4*^1, .;rr-br*o-ciolr-aL'' /
//4/- *a4-a*en/a-/



#,,/c')'/ lA*'l*;,1\u*1 arit*
q€g . )dP (n, W,,z l,-.;tt" ^ uL*r.

oL* Crt q*,,,-rlo- ,1'uw). ,* d"-n^g
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48 Park Street,
Crediton,
Devon.
EX1? 3EH.

f,r R.C.Traut,
The Yean,
Ringnore,
PQ? 4Ht. 3 July 1987

Dear I{r Trant,

As proulsed I recently visited Ringmore again in crlilpan1r with John
Schofield, who is a conservatiou aud repair architect of considerable
experience. Iu hls view the condltion of the mrral schene does give
rise to conceru. The princlple worry is that the paiat appears to be
begiuning to flahe away from the 1ire plaster to which lt rms applled
when the schene was first carrled out. The hard render to the side
walls of the nave and the base of the tower arch my be a contributory
factor in thts process, though the nain reason is probably sluple a6e.
There has been sorrn overpalntllg ln the nineteenth century, but this
appears to be }argely cnnflned to the red. As far as he could tell, the
cracking that ls evident on parts of the plaster presents no iurnediate
danger,

51rch concluslons as Johu Schofield r*as able to come to were necessarilytentative. Even so, he r*as sure that, lf the mrral decoratlon is to be
mde secure for the future, then it oeeds expert re-fixlng, which nay
lnvorve creanlng as wert. This can oaly be done by a conservator
experienced ld working on nedieval paintrmrk and plaster. The first
step would be to conrnisslsn a detailed report frou the conservator. Tbeterre of the report should be qutte speciflc and John Schofield suggeststhat lt should concentrate on the following natters:

The physicaL condition of the palnt and the plaster ground.
The origlnal painting techaique aad the constitutlon of the
nedieval paint.

3. Tbe rneans of reuoving the render that bas been splashed onto
the schene.

4. The extent of the nineteenth*century overpaintiag, hor* wellit is adhering, and whether there are any physlcal probleus
in its relationship to the uedleval palnt.
The ertent to which all the uedleval palnt has beea revealed.
The optlons for conservatlon and the extent of rshat caa be
conseryed.

7. The optioas for cleaning and tbe llkely appearance of the
scheue after cleaning.

L The cost of any work undertaken, related to the diff,erent
options available under 6 and ?.

1.
2-

E

6.
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Obviously any such report would cost mrey. The mrral decoration ls,however, of considerabre iryortance and there shourd be a very 6oodchance of attractlng grant aid, both for coilrttlsslonlpg _the repogf-and
lot @rk. 

*FTeel silE-T[eT-F"1". Burman, thesecretary of the council -Ior the care of churches, lrlll be veryinterested la the Ringmre decoratlon and r arn sendlag a copy of thioletter to him,

The conservator that John Schofteld recorrmend.s, both to coupile thereport aud to carry out any future work, is David perry of theconservation partnership Perry Lithgow. His address ls 5 Church Lane,chipping torton, oxfordshire, o ? sf,s trelr 060B s64bl. I have spokento hin briefly and I understand that, if the parish should decide toproceed in the r.ray I have outlired, lt woutd be helpful to hlm if youcould get in contact within the nert slx rreeks.

Please do not hesltate to get lu tuch with ue on any matter arising outof this that you would like to discuss.

Yours sincerely,

w,fra
Dr Chrls Brooks

Cc. Peter Burrr"a
The Archdeacon of Totnes
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a." 1t-. u" t:.l* 48 Park Street, ,Crediton, Clb S-1-Devon, )
Ex17 3EH. sL'tti\PL/t't

Rev, Ge@adrbett,
The. Regf.dfy,
Rlnguore,
Kl n6sbridge ,
Devon. 14 April 1987

Dear lIr Corbett,

I am a lecturer at the Unlverslty of Exeter and a nember of the Dip"-*qsan
Advisory Copgltteq for- !!9 Cg5e of Churcbes,' as FaIT-E?*ey iesearch, I

lis_*ffiea- Rlnguore dorae four oi' f lve weeks ago and vvas surprised - and
dellghted - to flnd tbe late medleval rnural palnting over the cbancel
arch. This painting seelm to be aluost unknown: certalnly, 1t is not
nenttoaed in any of the standard scholarly works; yet it ls of uaJor
importance both aesthetically and hlstorically,
I re-vislted the church uore recently, accompanied by a forrer
colleague, Dr l{artln Cherry, who ls currently assistant conservation
offlcer ln Leieestershire. Prlnarll1r, I wisbed to show hln the
paintingr but I also wanted to ask his advlce about its conditlon, whlch,,'
had caused ne sone concern on my prevlous vlaj-t. I understand that you(v
have been in contact with hlrn since then. I-ty concern - whlcb he
shares - relates to the hard cement reader wlth whlch the slde walls and
the lower part of the chJncel aich has been covered. Firstly, a lot of
thls has been splaehed onto tbe nedleval palnting; secondly, it 6eems
1ike1y tbat the render, belng non-Porous, is forclng danp up the wall
and tbis is beginning to danage the decoration.

In my view the mural palntln6 needs to be lnspected by an expert
conservator wlth a vlew to reuovlng the render that has been splaehed
onto it, and to sortlng out the apparent problem of danp. Obvlously
this w111 cost Don€|r but, given tbe naJor tnportance of the mural, I
think there wtll be ways of securing grant-ald. I would be very glad to
know your v1ews.

1 am sendlng copies of this letter to Dr Cherry and to the Archdeacon of
Totnes.

14. \,'ltt I
l{.i !

Yours slncerely, , 7 rfku h D,.6,v"k-, l.le s v'e.1 eye,izA Llo",i..h* pa.,.(t,,i

^, f) ,/(*'H'o L l'*"-te{t' it rt'cr t'- 
',14.1;&,o\evr'Lis'l'd*t. ,.tr4u'(..-.,. ,.*. \,--



THE PERRY LITHGOW PARTNERSHIP
D A PERRY NDD R P. LITHGOW, BA M A PERRY, BA O CONSERVATORS

DP/SMP

25th May I 988

5 CHURCH LANE
CHIPPING NORTON
oxoN. ox7 5NS
TEL. STD. (0608) 3645

V,A.T, REoISTRATION NO, 3487765 03

ALL HALLOWS CHURCH, RINGMORE

I vi si ted the church to
29th April .l988.

i nspect the wal I pai nti ngs on

The pai nti ng i s si tuated on the chancel arch wal I and

covers the whol e of the upper part from capi ta1 I evel .

The desi gn appears to be a h'ighly styl'i zed scal l op shel I
mot'if within a diaper pattern although this theory may

need to be reconsi dered 'i n the f i nal anal ysi s.

Condi ti on

Painted in the fresco secco technique, it 'i s d'ifficult
to bel i eve that th'i s was the f i rst representati on on

the wall, although it is clear that'if there was an earlier
pa'i nting 'it has been thoroughly scraped off. The plaster
Seems to be the f j rst app'l 'icat'i on and consi sts of a sl aked
I ime and sand mortar, quite coarsely rendered.

Fortunately no so-cal led preservat'ive, ie. wax, has been
app'l i ed to the surf ace and f or thi s reason the physi ca1
condition of the plaster and paint layer is comparat'ive1y
good. However, some deteri orati on caused by ri si ng damp
'i s apparent, especially on the lower south s'ide; obviously
a long standing problem.

Some rather crude retouchi ng has been carri ed out i n

the past and f urther di sf igurement of the pa'inti ng has
been caused by the spl ash'ing on to the surf ace of the
surroundi ng renderi ng. Al though thi s does not cover
a l arge area, i t 'i s qui te tenaci ous and wi I I need to
be removed w'ith great care to preserve the pai nt bel ow.
It seems that the retouchi ng was done wi th water-bound
paints which should be qu'ite simple to remove.

An area 'i n the centre of the wal I above the arch appears
to be a I 9th century repai r, possi bly where a rood was

once attached, and shoul d be i nvesti gated.
/2



Page 2

ALL HALLOI'IS CHURCH, RINGMORE

Tre atment

I . Cl eani ng - thi s wi I I need to be carri ed out usi ng
dry methods, as the col our i s suscept'i b1e to mo'i sture

2. Stabilization - infusions of l'ime water will be appl.ied
to strengthen the mortar, I i mewash and stab.i I i ze
the col our.

3. Repai rs - al I repai rs wi I I be carri ed out usi ng sl aked
I ime and sand mortari ntegrated f or strength and
tonality.

4. Removal of render - this may prove to be quite time
consum'i ng, but might soften sufficiently after lime
wateri ng to be removed wi th scal pel s.

The general appearance of the pai nti ng wour d be course
be improved greatly by the processes descrjbed above,
but more pertinently, the physical decay would be arrested
and a most unusual and 'i nteresti ng scheme preserved.
Th'i s work wi I I take two conservators approx'imately two
weeks to complete at a cost of L2,150.00 + VAT.

The above quotati on
of scaffol di ng.

'i ncludes all expenses, eXcept that
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Blg;bu::y-on- Sea
Bro 66i The Vean,

Il.lngtnore,

Iiln5tsbrlcl6e,
Devonr TeT 4t-IL

24 June, 19BB

The Secretary,
Dlocesan Ad-vlsory C olrn:Ittee,Dlocesan Horlse,
tr\leter.

Dear I'iad.au,
-il[_ Uilf orcr_l3lnruitore (f .ltr/ 21

@reef arch Dqeqlatlgp.
ljut'5-ng. 1987, I uo.s l-Ir cor"respond.ence lrlth Dr.I:ir.ooils(copl.erl to the Lrcir<ieacon of Totnes) airout the cl.ecoratlonuhlch covers the rrrhole of the vrest sld.e of ttre chancelarch ln .4.1I Hallorrs Chureh.
Dr. Eroolis, r'l1th iir. John lichof 1e1c1, vislted thegtt$rg! ? xear e-g,o and. reconmenc'i-ed. that l.re should obtaln adet'alIec1 report fron a eonservator. I'Ilth the consent of theAr'-chd._eac-on., rr.y I. C. C. a{.feed- -bo connlssj-on a, rcport f ron

:'gy.Llilr5ou_Iartnership-. - Iir. Fel.ry re-cently vtil.tea'Rlngr.oreano J enclose. a eony of h1s report. you i,rJ-il see, tl]at iJ.sesttcate for the ltoi:tr he conslhers necessar.y, e::c1ucling tir;cost of scaf'f o1cilng, ls e2r 15O plus VAT ' '*Zr5Tj.

:Is y9u ij11l luror,' f ron the Dloeescul. .f)lrec1ory, ou"rvIIl-age 1s snal1 (uird.cr 2oc adr-rIt ponnr atlon) , 
-;iih-;n arrclentchurch to keep 1:: the -hest order 116 Lan, e:rpuila:-iure--o::thls na,ture, hor'rever clesiroble, is not ,onntntrr[: rre could.unclertatrie 116;hX1r. f shal1 be most g.r.ateful lf theOonnlttee could C:lr.e ad.vlee orr thc aCtlon the I. C. C.should take.

Yours slr:cerely,

{ >a-"rl-
?/'----'- il. C. trant.

Churchriarclen.

$le.

cc. ]Jr. Chrls l:rool--.s. -lifThe Archrleaeon of Totnes.
a



DIOCESE OF EXETER

DIOCESAIV ADVISORY CO}IMITTEE
for the CARE of CFIURCHES

Seeretary: lliss li. Bethe1
Tel.(home): Topsham (osg zal) ezaa

Diocesan House,
Palace Gate,

Exeter EXI lHX.
Exeter (0392) 72686

4th August, 1988
Our Ref: DAC/T. 14.2/BB.3To

R.C. Trant Esq.,
The Vean,
Ringmore,
KfNGSBRfDGE, Devon,
TO7 4HL

Dear Mr. Trant,

RTNGMORE ALL HALLOWS: Qha4cel arch wat_tpainting
Further to your 1etter of 24th June and mine of 7th July, f am pleasedto tell you that the question of the funding of conservation for yourwaI1 paintlng was discussed at the recent noeeting. rt was agreed toadvise that your P.C.C. should make appllcation to Lhe Council for thecare of churches for a grant. and Dr. Brocks wilr support your case atthe next meeting of the wallpaintings commlttee of the council-. of whichhe is a member- He wir-r- ar-so discuss your. case in advance of thatmeeting with Dr. Richard Gem. of the Counc11.

r do hope that these steps will- have a successfuL outcome for the parish.Pl-ease do not hesltate to come back to us if you wish to dlscuss anythingfurther about it-

Hon. Secretary
Revd. A. Drowley
Archdeacon of Totnes

( designate )

Exeter Diocesan Board of Finance Limited Registered in England company No. lg600l Registered office as above
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Edward Barnab] B Sc Dip Arch RIBA
Architect

my rcf. 6029
your ref.

)( J<r vv\,w

138 Whitchurch Road
Tavistock, Devon. PLl9 9DE
(0822) 613840

23rd January 1989

q lt rzc^,rA ''r'r/^/ / t lYf({ct b*\
[-o , i-:o cl'..'

Z . i'L^,*, 1,1*s.,(-i,'oao"',.-)R C Trant Esq
The Vean
Ringnxrre
Kingsbridge
DEvon TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant

RINGT,ORE PARISH CHURCH

I confirm our neeting on 20th January and set out
on dampness affecting the ancient wal1 pa.inting on

below nur comnents and recomrnendations
the chancel arch.

Firstly, I thank you for your help in keeping nxristure and weather recor:ds in relation
to this problem.

I confirm that the painted plaster is affected by damp in the lor,rcr right-hand section
of tlp arch. Examination of the relatively recent render belcxru the area in question
shcxrred it to be off-key, wLrich has probably been caused by nxristure trapped behind.

There is no evidence in the unplastered nasonry in the arch, nor on ttre floors of
any significant rising damp. Ground leve1 outside is low and appears well drained I
and I can rule out rising damp affecting the painted plaster.
The arrangenent of rainwater gmttbrs and pipes is poor and I suspect this to be the
prirnary cause of water entering the rnasonrlz in this area. Gutters are shallow and
contain an awkward bend and are liable to overflow easily.
I recorffnend that gmtters should be replaced with deeper sections fixed carefully
close under the eaves slates. Ideally, new gutters should be 4" x 3" cast iron

V box section, though these are quite expensive. Each section should have a separate
A. downpiS:e, kept away from the jnternal angle of the wall. This present a snall

problem as there is a gravestone close againsL the wa11, preventinE the construction
of a new guI1y.

Such an arrangenent of giutters and pipes, if carefully maintained, should prevent
any quantity of water soaking the nasonrlr in this vulnerable area.

The opportunity should be taken, whrilst rainwater goods are taken dov,m, to repoint
the masonry joints, at present hidden behind the rainwater pipes and hopper. This
should be done with care, using a rnortar rnix of 1- pa.rt cernent, 2 pa.rts line and
9 pa.rts coarse brovm sand.

Int-ernally, I recornrnend any practicalirrE&sureS that can be adopted to create an
airflow through the building and a1low tlre nasonrlz tobreathe. There are no opening
casernents in windows and few opportunities to introduce these, because of extensive
stained glass. A casenent,. could be fitted in the transept nortl window and, nrcre
readily accessible, louvre franred glass replaced in the north chancel aisle window.

)...[, o] ,1"* 
tYa'.,'o'^ '-d*

\Lu- - r\a,rLa-t2,1 Qv- tb tq iq'\

/continued
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R C Trant Esq
6A29/2
23rd January 1-989

The,,rtovrcr &or and quatrefoil openings jnto the bell-charnber can be be opened to
lntroduce aj-rflcxp frorn ttre tcnoer. Needless to say, these need to be systematically
opened through the roeek and closed before the heating is switched on for services.
Renxrval of the recent render on either side of the chancel arch will help the
masonry to breatLre.

I hope this report will be helpful.
Yours sincerely

E&uard Barrnby



CH',.IiCEL .I.RCH

,/' I{ote of telephone eoBversatlon wltir Dr- Eroo}rs of the
Iiocesar. Advtsory Com::rlitee. L2 Apr1l 1989

1. Dr.Broolis has d.lseussed my letter of 11 February, rvhlch
enclosed -lr.E,s,prabyts repeft, rvlth the Chalrtnan (Frank Cror're)
and other mbnbers bf the- 0,LC.

They thlnir thei the reeoramendatlons 1n the report put
forward an extremely senslble progrqJuiile.

2., Taken l-ncrlvldually - the replacement of the gutters meets
rvlth ful1 approval; btl i:-ln 1s*the slze the BA0-nomral1.y
reeoiirnends. Th.e rer'olntln6 of tl:e nasonry Jolnts shoulct
eertalnly ?re Cone e.s proposed.-

3. The lnternal pr"oposals ere also aii$roved... They are not
iulte sure trhat l"lr.;ai'nahy :leant by ttl-oilvre fra.med. Elasstr but
thlnir that he treans a panG& o$ g]-ass about a foot hi€h, hlnged.
at the bottom, whlch olens lnto-a rhoppert. Thel' sugg,est that
one of these shoulci be lnserted. lnto both the snall alsle
ninciot' and the north wlncow (the centrel litht) 1r: the transept.

The two flrrrs they reeoumend for thls work are
Lulie, Iampney & Co. ol: 27 tt, I{er* Street, }11tlouth (1e1.268149)

or ilavld Gubi.;In of 4 ifelI "ftrcet, E>leter (lZf:g)
4. Ftna11.y, they thin} that the sug6;ested- rem.oval- of the
render on tire arch beloi+ the decoratlon is a very e,ood laea;
It should. be replaced. trltir a ll:ue-based plaster.

,{n Archcieaeoats Sertlflcate w111 eover all this wprlc.

Reetor
Lt. CoI. Grlnshav.
-1r..-.111ne- $l&th.

R. C. i.:IANT

,rh/s t
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R C Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
DEVON
TQ7 {HL

Kensington Gore, London sw7 2EU

Ro/ol College oI A*
VISUAL ISLAMIC & TRADIIIONAL ARTS

I3 November 1990

Telephone: o7r 584 5ozo Fax: o7t zz5 1487

Dear Mr [gant

Thank you for your letter dated 9 November 90.

Dr Keith Critchlov believes that the photos you sent him may be angelic
vings. He suggests that you check with the fabrics people at the Victoria
and Albert Museum for guidance.

Thank you for your interest in the Visual Islamic and Traditional Arts.

Yours sincerely

Ririko Suzuki
V.l.T.A. Semetary

' j' ;l i
)kK.i 61i"{.io

L

{i im,a l;,,L'},-,1, ,r'/* Tsl* .M'1'
I J ]*'*^' 

n ))t{'{anwttL,''

/i* vi"f A'. kaou {,, lt*;, od^,"<
J

Rator & Vice-Provost: Jocelynstevens Pro-Rector: Professor John Hedgecoe Drncrc, Registrcr: Keith Reid



4 January 1991-

Mr R C Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
KINGSBRIDGE
Devon
TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant

Thank you for your letter of 6paintings in the church. I do
consulted the Sculpture Section
also moved offices, the latter
afraid I

December and enclosed photographs of the wall-
apologise for the delay i_n replying, but I have
about the possibl-e source of the design and

with some resul-tant disorganisation I am

As far as f am aware the source for these wallpaintings is unlike1y to havebeen from a Spanlsh/Isl_amic textile. It was certainly a plausibie idea butf do not know of any Spanish textiles with quite this type of design althoughmany rHispano-Moresque' textil-es do of course have infinitely repeateddesigns so suited to the tenets of Is1am.

However, a colleague in the sculpture Section, Marjorie Trusted, has sent
me the enclosed photocopy of Hispano-Moresque plasterwork i-n the Al-hambranad this seems closer in style than any pattern I have seen on textiles.
She has suggested you might write to: Tonia Raquejo

Facultad Bellas Artes
Univ. Complutense
c/ Greco 2
MADRID 28O4O
Spain
on Spanish infl_uence on England and

of design being easily portable,
infl-uence.

Another colleague to whom I have shown your photographs has tentativelysuggested that the wallpainting does have strong similarities to mid l_9thcentury work of the type produced by william Burges, the British architect.The colouring, she believes, is very simil-ar and it al-so follows the style

who has apparently done a 1ot of workalso answers letters I

Textiles were frequently transmitters
but in this case not I think a direct
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,

of the very distinctive light fittings, which date from this time. Is it possible
that such a fashionabl-e architect could have decorated the church at this time or
possibly completed restoration work in this very distinctive style?

I am returning your photographs.

Yours sincerely

'' t eJL-t'-€L& LUPsL-
Linda Woolley (vtiss)
Assistant Curator
Textiles and Dress

Encs



tk Vsf,fr'
,,tttaf;mquq,

$l*qsb!'1{S6r
ilss& ffiff W,-

S Eqrn*rf I$SLHtffi Lfei* 'doolLoy
Tert,lLos eM, Dreeblti,eterte & SS.hert f&rssm
Herialngt+a
fiCIS#CIi.

.\rl l
l i , ,':

*-.-i' 
j r. i'

_*.. 'IrrPlsy r herc s*ss: r,h6 dlqper patrem ir betlr plae*+r
fl,rHi lrr'troji ,,n * zunbon of pla,oee ,,n rboi.l,s" The nhotogby of,the +ttrhsebre eeat, ne to ny boCIus e€alni rir g&ot, f rt$trti=&[the frasewoplr Ls soro obvicEre *n p[otohptrs -ta.:en Fnm t31;ll:fficdletely ogrposlte -s$6e of, the ic,rrrttln' [uonueents- os#fulli.settoaa -IetgF* p,l?6 s.le& the tsrrtsi &*tds to *ffim &lksmbta*lld *hs s&#srax!.fu* lrp; yrq &3). _Hh*u !m,c* 6t t*a nLhfiffibre,havr-t+ flnldldr cuq- torn, I s?rotrod ny plmt+ertphs to-a,{teaiintssrtslds thg (olosenJ) jugoo d,o -ellg-e rrfgg sra- to a sp'.+nrsh prloot
*FoHl+{ frlemx.s o,nmrn&; i}oth sald tHore.f * txrt rc ofe hot trav6
ilmg t? -flo hagE *rui eearoh. Iator tn oun toun, an g,nt-ehop omertrn iorsoba seld il$iot here; heno trrsEutraa^tr, r trrinu brena}il i---trirr.*h vre lnser.oatlng" noi*rapo fg- nagueJi) trir3" bc no_-e lrcilsuxti:an Frcf. 6r[e:r0 nruea "St &nt[a{:o. -

Tueh m.g%"ffi{ ffiA*r[fi$ $Hf-*fr*ffi"**$ t-*Wme &*1nrorue,1,1on, wi:t ch I &l,l fo}lou u;.*

"t r"d":
.,'-* ';\ i

'a' I i i..

/pu.lm*oe[

,la f*r ii:s sol€ilf&t $ u$gc*tbtfrlty s ffi&t:" am*urrt fif ffih.
Lmth{.frg re.r donn ln the-}ffio]ry our lnepee*lxg ee&ss&&*r"saLsrlmt, th* xqd ttloa uess sss rlot [rns*e,ntc Ln *aSlr,ar **a{+*,i**e:-*t*t" ttt* ruat *ppoare& to be.m*dLev*L* err t}e*n **ot*c.* r{*r*---
{s#t$rtr{g the uiarroh, srota ilflre He1I6 of thg 3,iare sers *}a*te:s**throughant +nrl rtchry e$orno.rt wlih ooLffrr, of' wlrJ.slr tf:sre wcretrqscs overlywtrore, t lle [sea on t,o ge,y tlrat tJro plaeten on H,].Lsothar tJun thlg 5.ntrrrre.]- a$ch ue,s rso uttorty tnotten thq.t no$e*f 3^t' c*a*-& he ffitslrred,il txrt t.}se? thts ratlrtin6 &sdbsffiI ht.tctenby mrooeser.ve soate of, ocr*nes p1e{lter anri strlto$ishr or} wtrlohecEsrel set e oi tlre i.teqatgcue ha8 ?:eon aoqresry/et irrcoeeelre
# e53 ffi * #e#ffi r*l v*ffi r*x{"+urffi#am ef" S*6;ffi} gsg*tmd

Etre Ltf-ht, f,itt!.ns'e also dBt€ f iw thl.s r.oetaratl.orr (Be trnvo
t"l-:o na':o of-the *atorE). lfs fisvo no refo;'ongc to e,ng Ilrrir Htthwl:.l"tm :,urflsg on<t clcmbt l.:: rrffir tranoy wex,rld hsqe arslXohlo for *
#gPf,H}l8;l#* f f;*t'nH$**flb}g$' .Hr*ff*f$8f *E-*ffi*tB' ffi
i:.ncwYr. oi' ,.utrEEB t WOrtr.

t.

t,j
i a.'; !t'

'/ i ' r"t. c, tF6nt-{,



tffi-rw
VERSITYOF

CONSERVATION OF WALL PAINTING DEPARTMENT
COT'RTAULD INSTITUTE OF ART

Sorncrset House, Strand, London WC2R ORN
Telephone: 071 - 872 0220

2 September t992

Mr R. C. Trant
The Vean
Ringmore
Kingsbridge
Devon TQ7 4HL

Dear Mr Trant,

AII Hallows Church, Ringmore

Thank you for your letter of 16 August, with. its interesting enclosures.

I have never seen anything quite like the wall paintings in your church, but I think
it is probably 15th- or early L6th-century, and quite substantially retouched in the
Lgth century. I believe it is most likely to have formed the backdrop for a
sculptured iood placed within the chancel arch, or perhaps on the chancel arch
waflitself (since from the photographs it would appear that there are repainted
plaster repairs in the appropriate locations).

Other examples of such painted backdrops to a rood exist e.g. at Llantwit Major
(Glamorgan), and at Compton (Surrey) where there is a perspectival lozenge
pattern, but I have not come across an example similar to the design at
Ringmore. If I do, I will let you know. Like you, I cannot see a cockleshell in the
pattern, but in general the style and diaper patterning would not seem to require
a non-English source. ,*

Yours sincerely,

-\*id hlL
David Park
Head
Conservation of Wall Painting Department
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The mural is most attractive, isn,t it?

My initial thought is that it imitates the patterns of murals in early

Roman churches, in Rome, and so I think it's worth looking through

books on the murals in Roman churches. Mosaic decoration was

thought appropriate for the triumphal arch before the chancel and

high altar apse.

Secondly, since the date is rather late for imitating mosaic, the idea

could be to imitate a cloth of honour or tapestry such as is found in

paintings adorning a throne of a secular monarch, or hanging on a

seat framing the portrayal of the Virgin or Christ. The way the

pattern disappears behind the rosette-adorned framing of the gothic

arch would support the idea of imitating a tapestry/woven cloth

pattern. So one line of enquiry would look at books on tapestry and

woven designs in silk from Italy etc., or tapestry fronr England (at ! "{},:','
,fitt,i"x'3 t

the National Art Library in the V and A, for instance). However, the ,fj; p.+. r''tf

painting does not imitate the folds of cloth in a hanging, so that

perhaps the mosaic is still a good option.

The motif is difficult to describe. Presumably, it is many removes

from some original naturalistic image. Again, it makes me think of the

fan vaults or apses in Roman churches which recollect the shell-

vaulted mosaics adorning Antique/Imperial Roman vaults, as inllike
the San Clemente in Rome.

I fear that my experience of ltalylRome is biassing my response

rather unfortunately. It may be that a gothic expert with knowledge

od, French and German would respond differently. Meanwhile I would
t

search out English and Italian textiles and Roman mosaics.

M- 6*thur.+*"- K*X,

)
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